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Hi everyone and  welcome to the January -March 2010 edition of the óAmaroo 

Downunderô newsletter.  

The New Year has seen plenty  of  activity 

at Amaroo ;  albeit a  somewhat bumpy 

start ; with  the unexpected  cancellation  of 

a major  music  event , followed by a 

number of  update get -togethers, a ónew 

generationô retreat, a working bee, the 

launch of the Amaroo 2010 Challenge 

and also in full swing  are  long -awaited 

storm damage  repairs . 
 

Together  with ADôs ace contributors and 

our in -house comic  relief characters; 

Kool the koala, Sven the snake and 

Wanda the wallaby  (who continue to 

satir ise) ;  we  bring you all the latest news  

from Amaroo é 

 

 

End of Year Break-up BBQ - 2009 
  

Manage ment hosted Amarooôs end of year bash with a bar and BBQ feast . 
 

 

 

 

 

Wishing to offer a very personal 

óthank youô to the volunteers, 

everyone was also presented with a 

small token of appreciation.  

 

 
 
 

 

The relaxed and cosy afternoon wrapped 

up  with music and dancing on the lawn.  

 

Ǉ  Every time I  think of you   

I always  catch my  breath   ǆ 
ǆ  and Iôm still standing here , 

 and youôre miles away...  ǆ 
 

u 
 



In A Nutshell 
OMG, itôs been all go at Amaroo !  

 

Many thanks to all the people who applied for the Facilities manager role 

advertised late last year. Due to the unexpected cancellation of the óLost Weekendô 

music event (owing to a lack of ticket sales), Amaroo management are currently 

unable to fill the position.  
 

One door closes, another opens  -  IRCC received an out of the blue booking in 

March, to accommodate the Royal Flying Doctors charity event (more on page 10). 

The potential for revenue from activities such as music events continues to be  

explored , with another major music event  booked for  later this year (ad on page 10).  

 

Also completed in March, were a number 

of insurance repairs  after  storm damage 

in May 09 saw both front and rear roads 

to the amphitheatre badly damaged . A  

sewer -pipe  crossing in Campground A and 

an electrical - conduit crossing in Sandy 

Creek were also wiped out by overflowing 

debris.  

 
Amaroo management is hap py to be taking steps toward working more closely with  

the board  of direct ors , the new Amaroo 2010 Challenge fundraising team and the 

International resource team , to  help Amaroo return to a position of financial  

vitality . (Please see the Amaroo 2010 Challenge invitation on page 5 ).   
 

As part of th is strategy , proposals and preparations are ongoing for highly 

hankered -after  events in September.  (Conceivably, a PWK event on a Saturday 

and a Words of Peace event on a Sunday).  
 

In a nutshell, there is a palpable  desire 

down  under , for  real  and  fresh  change.  
 

As the year progresses, we  look 

forward to more and more 

involvement, transparency, tea mwork 

and collaboration across the region . 

 

LLoovvee  &&  ggrraatt ii tt uuddee    

FFrroomm   aall ll   ooff   uuss  aatt   AAmm aarroooo  

v 



After a recent impromptu visit from Workplace H&S, 

IRCC was issued with notices  to implement  some 

changes,  with regards to the use of chemicals  

onsite.  
  

Congratulations to everyone who responded, and 

helped rid the site of as  many hazardous chemicals 

as possible. IRCC has now passed this audit, after 

the return inspection from WH&S.  
  

The environmentally - friendly chemical policy is now 

being worked on  further . 

May the Force be with you! 
 

The weekend of February 12 -14 

saw a posse of young pups swing 

by and enjoy the ó2nd Annual 

New Generation Retreatô.  
 

These weekends provide an 

opportunity for the new 

generation to come together and 

connect with each other, the 

vision, and the unique magical 

environment of Amaroo.  

 
Activities included a 

Knowledge review, WOPG 

DVDs, a dance party, bush 

walks and a laid -back  game 

of cricket on the conference 

hall green.  
 

Thanks to everyone who 

came along and enjoyed.  

  

YY oo ,,   cc hh ee cc kk   tt hh ii ss !!   FF oo rr   dd aa ii ll yy   

uu pp dd aa tt ee ss   ff rr oo mm   AA mm aa rr oo oo ::   
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Peak-Crossing-Australia/Amaroo/382935690849?ref=search&sid=100000846536207.4165986649..1
http://twitter.com/amarooupdates


M a n y  H a n d s  M a k e  L i g h t  W o r k 
 

Inspired to help with a new and blossoming  Amaroo , way back in 

the early 90ôs, Vivienne moved to Ipswich in order to help out.  
 

 

With a background in gardening and running her own landscaping business , she 

has been able to provide invaluable help on many construction projects over the 

past 18 years ; assisting with landscaping and the creation of gardens, together 

with their ongoing establishment and maintenance. Some of these projects include 

the Campground A bathroom/shower block and dining hall, the lodge, the 

conference hall, Dayas restaurant, the amphitheatre, the pavilion and the Sandy 

Creek camping facilities.  
 

Two recent projects include d 

landscaping around the new 

reception/administration building, 

where a group of volunteers came 

together ove r 4 days, giving their time 

and effort to pave the area and create 

new gardens. Vivienne says it was 

hard work, but once the plants grow, 

we can expect to see more shade and 

ambience in  an area which serves as 

ófront of houseô for the conference 

centre.   

 

Additionally, seven trees (including a 

number of Tuckerooôs) have recently 

been planted at the entrance to  the 

pavilion, which will  help provide some 

much needed shade for future events.  

 
Throughout the year, Amaroo is maintained by a relatively 

small number of volunteers who try hard to keep up with the 

fast growing nature of plant life . If you have an interest in 

lending a hand with these types of beautification 

landscaping/garden projects, or would like to h elp with 

Sunday working bees, please contact the SAM for these 

projects at: kristinawood@bigpond.com  or for more info, 

click here: Landscape/Gardens team   

Mature Tuckeroo  
 

Cupaniopsis  
Anacardioides  

x 

mailto:kristinawood@bigpond.com
http://volunteer.wopg.org/index.php?option=com_jobmate&Itemid=166&task=view&id=1207&lang=en-GB


Amaroo 2010 Challenge ɀ an invitation 
 

Amaroo is Australia and the Pacificôs project ï 

it is our part of the international efforts to 

support Môs work.  
 

The Amaroo 2010 Challenge fundraising 

project is now launched. The initial purpose of 

the Challenge is to stabilise Amarooôs finances 

and ensure that bas ic costs are met.  

 

A review of expenditure shows $60,000 a month is required to operate Amaroo on 

a basic sustainable basis.  Existing monthly donations have fallen to around half 

that amount .  
 

Why does it cost so much to run Amaroo?  

Amaroo is a property of 800 hectares, with over $20M worth of infrastructure. 

Many costs are local and state government fees and charges, such as rates, 

licences and other charges . There are many other  costs such as insurances, 

phones, electricity, repairs and maintenance etc.  
 

A small core paid staff is engaged, with most work done by volunteers.  
 

The  first target  is to raise $150,000  within the next few weeks to meet 

immediate needs. Through the support of generous donors, we are already well on 

the  way, having raised $ 71 ,000  in the last month.  
 

The  second target  is to lift regular  monthly donations to at least $60,000 as soon 

as possible so that Amar oo can meet regular costs. There are more than 1 ,200 

people around Australia alone, who attend events at Amaroo , so imagine what 

would happen if everyone started to contribute whatever they could regularly to 

Amaroo ï our challenge would become easy!  

 

We recognise this is a big ask and we really appreciate your support.  

 
What you can doé. 

Take immediate action  by clicking on the 

following link to make a special or regular 

donation, or increase an existing donation: 

Amaroo Challenge  
 

Warm regards,  

Amaroo 2010 Challenge Team  

Email:  amaroochallenge@gmail.com  

 

y 

http://www.amaroo.org/2010_challenge.html
mailto:amaroochallenge@gmail.com


"ÅÅȭÓ +ÎÅÅÓ 
On Sunday 14 March, Campground A hosted the first in a series of working bees.  

A lot was accomplished and an enjoyable time was had by everyone who helped.  

The plan  

Have fun. Have Amaroo ship -shape. Have events.  

To keep the facilities well maintained and in an ongoing state of readiness, the 

caretaking teams are planning fortnightly, area by area, working bees.  

Next bees  

Sunday 28 March ......  Conference Hall  

Sunday  11 April ........  Pavilion  

Sunday 25 April ........  Amphitheatre  

Who, how, when, where  

Get down, get dirty... or not.  
 

If youôd like to help, please contact Kris, the SAM for these projects at: 

kristinawood@bigpond.com  or  click here  for more info.  
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SAM News 
Service area managers (SAMs), continue to be invited to help with participation 

projects in all areas of Amaroo. To check out, or apply for any of these current roles, 

please  click here .  In addition, SAMs interviewed area managers late in 2009, to 

prepare  for any 2010 events. Many roles are ready and waiting to go, should an event 

be.confirmed.  
 

'Automatic' Log-a-Project 
You can now enter details of your project online for a 48 hour response from the SAM 

team at www. samteam.net/pm . For username, enter your first name plus the first 

letter of your family name, and your Keys registration or PAN number. ( EG. John Smith 

becomes johns 1234) . For password, enter your Smartcard number. For help with 

PANôs, contact jameswallace5@me.com . 
 

Other SAM News 
SAM will become a tool of the new Words of Peace Global (WOPG) team, bringing  

participation more directly in line with the objective to ensure that every person 

around the world has the opportunity to hear Prem Rawat's (Maharaji's) Message of 

Peace.  The SAM process and SAM role remain the same.  

 

Hans &  
Jane  

Priya  

Kris  
(projects SAM)  

Gail  

mailto:kristinawood@bigpond.com
http://volunteer.wopg.org/index.php?option=com_jobmate&Itemid=166&task=view&id=1736&lang=en-GB
http://volunteer.wopg.org/index.php?option=com_jobmate&task=result&Itemid=166&search_lang=all&joblocation_country=Australia&city=&joblocation_region=&search=amaroo
http://www.samteam.net/pm
mailto:jameswallace5@me.com


3G & FOC - Come Together 
  

The IT team are hard at it, rolling on with their initiative to spice up telephone and 

internet  systems at Amaroo.  
 

Together with the new 3G antennas , the  first phase of 

installing underground, massive lengths of 6 -strand 

fibre optic cable has been completed. The long term 

plan is to keep extending the fibre network so that 

high speed internet and intranet can be available 

across the site.  
 

Wireless internet has also been installed at the 

Conference H all.  
 

The next propose d phase is to lay fibre optic cable 

between the amphi theatre  and the hall. This would 

potentially mean that people in the hall could view a 

live event as it happens in the amphi theatre -  good 

for those  who need  to sit in air -conditioned comfort 

during an e vent.  
 

With the use of VOIP technology becoming more common, improved  internet  may 

in the future alleviate the shortage of telephone lines on the property.  

 

 

The team work side by side with a pair of 
Masked Plovers and their chick. Plovers 

are ground - nesting birds who frequently 
have to defend their chicks, by extending 
their wings and making a loud screeching 
cry. The parents swoop on anyone who 
comes too close but are unlikely to cause 
harm, because customarily theyôre 
bluffing. They also try to draw potential 

predators away from the nest by feigning 
injury. Plover eggs are very well 
camouflaged in the grass, so care needs to 
be taken.  

 

 

 

 

 

{ 



How Does Your Garden Grow? 
The farm team continues to make great progress in the 

big veggie  patch where the whole garden is looking 

luxuriantly lush and fruitful  after all the wonderful rain. 

The sweet potatoes and pumpkins look like theyôre 

plotting to take over in fact.  

 

Thanks to many industrious  hours from the carpenters, the 

new storage ar ea/tearoom is close to completion. The chook 

pen was moved to the Big Patch recently, and 12  new 

chickens are now in residence and laying well.  

 
Two new herb gardens have been established and a large plot is under preparation 

for the planting of garlic and potatoes at the end of March . Two passion - fruit vines 

have also been planted to grow over a pergola -style frame, which will become a 

productive shade spot.  Ninety  paw -paw trees are also being grown from seed, and 

will be plant ed next to the citrus orchard .(NB. John would love to hear from anyone who 

could donate garden pots of any shape or size : ph. 3288 8945  or email: Chambo@optusnet.com.au ).  

 

Over the past few months, 

produce has been regularly 

sold to a shop in Boonah  who 

are very happy with the 

quality, organic veg. Work 

continues toward achieving 

full organic certification  with 

NASAA.  
 

New team members are always welcome as thereôs 

plenty to help with, such as picking or weeding.  

If youôd like to join in, please contact Kris, the teamôs 

SAM at: kristinawood@bigpond.com  

Or click here for more info: veggie garden helpers  
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mailto:Chambo@optusnet.com.au
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